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The Alliance is proud to 

be an Initiative of the  

Illinois Council on  

Developmental  

Disabilities 

Vision  

Our vision is for 

self-advocates to 

work together to get 

the support we need 

to live the life we 

want in the  

community. 

Mission  

Our mission is to 

speak up for  

ourselves and each 

other while working 

together to make 

changes in our  

communities and  

in Illinois.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Independence 2014  

was a great success!  

 

More than 100 self -advocates, allies, and support staff                    
representing 15 agencies/organizations/self -advocacy                    

groups participated in the rally.     
   

       Check out the rally re -wind and pictures on pages 2 -  4.  
  

Illinois Self-Advocacy Alliance 
PO Box 17704      Urbana, IL 61803      618.806.9431 

Email: info@selfadvocacyalliance.org     Website: www.selfadvocacyalliance.org 

Find us on Facebook at Illinois Self-Advocacy Alliance  

mailto:info@selfadvocacyalliance.org
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Project Independence Rewind  
 We asked...you shared!  The Allianceôs Project Independence rally on June 19, 2014 

featured two learning and listening sessions: one focused on Community Living and  
the other focused on Employment.  During the sessions, participants had opportunities 
to think about, share, document and vote for their choices.  Not only did participants 
share their choices with others, they also shared their choices with Sandy Ryan from 
the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities; Director Kevin Casey and Daryl              
Jackson from DHSôs Division of Developmental Disabilities; and Lore Baker of the              
Governorôs Office of Health Innovation and Transformation.   
 
And the survey saysé 
 
Community Living     Employment 
I want to live in a      I want to work with  
 House - 22       Lots of people - 33 
 Apartment - 34      Few people - 30 
 Houseboat - 1 
 RV (Recreational Vehicle) - 1   I want to  
         Help people - 52 
I want to live        Put things together - 12 
 By myself - 31 
 With roommates - 29    I like 
         Moving around - 47 
I want to live in a       Sitting down - 15 
 City - 14 
 Big town - 26     I want  
 Small town - 26      Paid work - 56 
         Volunteer work - 9 
I want         Both paid AND volunteer work - 23 
 A pet - 39 
 No pet - 22      I want to work during the  
         Day - 53 
I want to use        Night - 12 
 Public transportation - 26 
 Staff/agency transportation - 18 
 My own transportation - 18 
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Project Independence Pictures  
  

Pictures taken by Tia Nelis, self-advocate and member of The Allianceôs Board of Directors 
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Project Independence Pictures  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hereôs what the experts (self-advocates) said about the rally: 
 

I will be able to tell my Case Manager what I want to do.       
 

I got to express my dreams.        It gave me ideas for my future.  
 

It taught me I can do more in my community.           I have choices.  
 

I got to talk to and meet other people.         I got to meet other self -advocates. 
 

I learned about jobs and helping people.  

 
 

 
 
 
 


